H
ispanic women have some of the lowest rates of health screening and healthcare use in America (American cancer society [Acs], 2007; Fernandez, Palmer, & leong-Wu, 2005) . Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths among Hispanic women in the united states (Acs; intercultural cancer council [icc], 2005) , and Hispanic women have very low participation rates in initial and repeat mammography screening (Fernandez et al.) . Only 38% of Hispanic women aged 40 and older have regular mammogram screenings (Acs; national cancer institute, 2007), which is of concern because of the later stage, greater extent of disease presentation, and higher cancer mortality rates seen in Hispanic women diagnosed with breast cancer (Acs; Fernandez et al.; icc Findings: Differences between the two groups were noted in cancer fatalism, perceived control over their participation in screening activities, and family history of cancer. No significant differences were noted in demographic characteristics.
Conclusions: Cancer fatalism, generally believed to be highly related to socioeconomic status, may be mediated by women's perceptions of control over screening behavior or choices and by family history of cancer.
Implications for Nursing: Further research is needed to explore cancer fatalism among Hispanic women, including other factors that can affect the level of cancer fatalism and perceived control over mammography screening participation. With this knowledge, culturally sensitive interventions may be developed to increase self-efficacy and facilitate perceived control.
Key Points . . .
➤ mexican American women with low incomes exhibit low participation in initial and repeat mammography screening despite the availability of federally funded mammograms.
➤ Breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths among Hispanic women in the united states.
➤ Differences were noted among mexican American women with low incomes with respect to levels of cancer fatalism and beliefs about control over their own breast health.
➤ Additional research is needed to describe influences on perceived control of screening behavior in mexican American women. 
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